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THE TECHNIQUE OF LOCAL ANESTHESIA. By Arthur E. Hertzler.
Fourth Edition. St. Louis: The C. V. Mosby Company.
In the preface to this edition the author says, "The surgical as
well as all other arts are most effective when presented with the
greatest simplicity. This book attempts to eliminate the non-
essential." The enthusiasm which this statement arouses is some-
what dampened on finding that the early chapters contain several
purely facetious remarks, quotations of such favorite phrases of the
author as "removing the hypertension from the apprehension" and
certain instances of unnecessary repetition.
The author has also fallen into the common fault of expressing
some of his own opinions as matters of actual fact, and accordingly
the undiscriminating reader may be misled.
The actual technic of the use of local anesthesia in individual
procedures is presented in the conventional manner. The illustra-
tions are excellent and add greatly to the clarity of the text.
T. S. MoISE
RECENT ADVANCES IN CHEMISTRY IN RELATION TO MEDICAL
PRACTICE. Lectures of the San Diego Academy of Medicine, Series of 1927.
By W. McKim Marriott, B.S., M.D. St. Louis: The C. V. Mosby Co. i928.
This volume, comprising the lectures of the San Diego Academy
of Medicine for the year I927, purports in only I26 pages of mod-
erate size with comparatively large type to discuss the bearing on
clinical medicine of the advances in chemistry made in the last
decade. If Dr. Marriott had confined his attention to strictly
chemical discoveries that have direct clinical implications, his task
would have been sufficiently difficult. The inclusion of question-
ably relevant matters such as atomic structure and the functions of
the endocrine glands made it impossible. The lectures stand as a
brief catalogue of the author's opinion concerning an enormous
variety of only loosely related subjects. There was no time for dis-
cussion of the experimental work on which these opinions depend;
nor even to mention the fact that there was ever room for difference
of opinion. A reader entirely inconversant with the subjects ofBOOK REVIEWS II9
which he treats would hardly appreciate how far from complete is
our present knowledge of the influence of chemical and physical
forces on physiological and pathological processes. It is to be hoped
that the medical student of to-day is too sophisticated to find such a
book of value. For the general practitioner the information it con-
veys does not seem sufficiently specific.
JOHN P. PETERS
A TEXTBOOK OF PHYSIOLOGY. By William D. Zoethout, Professor of
Physiology, Chicago College of Dental Surgery. Third Edition. St. Louis:
The C. V. Mosby Company, 664 pp., illustrated. 1928.
Those facts which should be included in any good textbook of
physiology are reviewed, together with a systematic consideration of
the subject matter of general physiology, the neuro-muscular mech-
anisms, the circulation, respiration, metabolism, excretion, reproduc-
tion, and the internal secretions. The book does not afford the
more detailed information necessary for the advanced worker.
Moreover, some of the comparatively newer findings, especially in
the field of nerve physiology are not mentioned. For example, the
work of the LaPicques on chronaxie and that of the St. Louis School
on conduction are not considered. Yet the volume is of distinct
value to the student of physiology since most of the fundamental
facts are described in a clear readable manner.
HAROLD E. HIMwIcH